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THE  BARCROFT  ARMS 

Argent,  a  lion  rampant,  sable,  mantling  gules  doubled  argent. 
Crest :  a  demi-bear  rampant  gules,  muzzled  or.  Motto  :  Utque 
soles  custos  adsis.  Horace,  Satires  II,  VI,  15. 

In  the  records  of  the  Chetham  Society  ( Vol .  84,  page  27)  Barcroft 
of  Barcroft  bears  :  Argent,  a  lion  rampant,  sable.  A  lion  rampant 
is  on  the  seal  of  the  marriage  settlement  of  Laurence  Whittaker 
of  High  Whittaker,  and  Agnes  daughter  of  William  Barcroft  of 
Barcroft  31st  Oct.,  1512,  and  on  the  letter  of  William  Barcroft. 
written  from  Balylakine,  Kings  Co.,  to  his  niece  in  England, 
1 2th  September,  1682. 

Argent  a  lion  rampant,  sable,  is  the  coat  on  the  book-plate  of 
John  Barcroft  of  Noyna  1727-1782  ;  and  on  the  hatchment,  impaled 
with  that  of  Parker,  to  the  memory  of  his  granddaughter,  in  Colne 
Church.  A  lion  rampant  is  on  the  mural  tablet  also  in  memory 
of  his  son.  Two  crests  were  borne  by  different  branches  of  the 
family.  In  1664  the  senior  line  of  the  Hall  branch  bore  a  demi- 
bear  rampant  gules,  muzzled  or.  This  was  the  crest  of  the  Bear- 
crofts  of  Worcester  also.  A  different  crest  appears  on  the  bookplate 
of  John  Barcroft  of  Noyna  {above),  a  bear  rampant  sable  muzzled 
or. 

John  Barcroft’s  son  and  heir,  Captain  Ambrose  William  Barcroft 
lost  his  life  at  sea  when  setting  out  with  his  Regiment,  63rd,  for 
the  war  in  the  West  Indies,  18th  November,  1795,  when  the 
transport  Piedmont  was  wrecked.  A  memorial  at  Wyke,  with 
names  of  other  officers,  was  erected  to  his  memory.  Ambrose 
William  Barcroft’s  daughter  Ellen,  married  Edward  Parker  of 
Browsholme,  D.L.,  J.P. 

The  motto  is  on  John  Barcroft’s  bookplate. 

The  ancient  arms  of  Barcroft  of  Barcroft,  with  the  crest  of  the 
senior  line  and  the  motto  of  the  Noyna  line,  were  confirmed  by 
Ulster  King  of  Arms  to  descendants  of  John  Barcroft,  1758-1815, 
as  descendant  and  representative  of  William  Barcroft  of  Barcroft, 
1560. 
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BARCROFT  OF  BARCROFT 


Gilbert  de  Berecrofte1  of  Barcroft  in  Cliviger,  Co.  Lancs.,  in  the 
time  of  Henry  III  temp.  1216-1272  (Query  son  of  Gilbert  de 
Clivacher  of  Cliviger  temp  King  John  1  igg-1216). 

Richard  de  Berecrofte  of  Barcroft,  son  of  Gilbert  de  Berecrofte. 
Before  the  year  1272  he  resigned  lands  in  Cliviger,  East  of  the 
Calder  (where  Barcroft  is  situated),  to  the  Abbey  of  Kirkstall  ( see 
Whitaker’s  History  of  Whalley  1801  edition,  p.  334,  351). 

Moccok  (Matthew)  de  Brerecroft2  of  Barcroft,  temp  Edward  I 
1272-1307.  In  the  De  Lacy  Compoti  (Account  Book)  for  7295, 
in  the  return  for  Clivacher  (Cliviger),  Matthew,  a  Barcroft,  paid 
half  a  pound  of  pepper  for  lands  in  Cliviger  ( see  Ormerod's 
Calder  dale,  p.  106). 

In  the  Kirkby  Inquest,  1296,  Alicia  de  Berecroft3  is  said  to  have 
held  part  of  eight  oxgangs  of  land  in  Haworth.  (Haworth  Brochure, 
A.  H.  Preston.) 

In  the  Inquisition  after  the  death  of  Henry  de  Lacy4,  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  1310,  Dyk,  son  of  Mokok  de  Brerecroft  of  Barcroft  in 
Cliviger  held  20  acres  of  land  of  the  said  Earl,  paying  yearly 
at  the  feast  of  St.  Giles  the  sum  of  six  shillings  and  one  pair  of 
gloves  value  one  penny.  (Whitaker’s  Whalley f  p.  346.) 

In  the  Colne  Halmote,  4th  September,  1324,  Matthew  de 
Brerecroft  of  Barcroft  was  fined  iiid.  for  allowing  three  beasts  to 
stray  on  Common.  (Townie y  MSS.  Ed.  II,  Ed.  Ill,  1307 ,  1377 .) 

William  de  Bercroft  of  Barcroft,  6  Richard  II  1382-3.  (Townley 
MSS  several  deeds.) 

Thomas  Bercroft,  of  Clyvacher,  6  Hen.  VI,  1422 ;  of  Barcroft, 
7  Hen.  VI,  37  Hen.  VI  1458-9.  (First  name  in  pedigree  in  Office 
of  Ulster  King  of  Arms,  now  the  Genealogical  Office,  Dublin 
Castle.)  John  Bercroft,  brother  to  Thomas  Bercroft,  1458-1459. 
(Whitaker’s  Whalley}  p.  331.) 

William  Bercroft,  of  Barcroft,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Bercroft 
of  Barcroft,  Deed  23  Hen.  VII,  1307-8.  Richard,  son  of  Thomas 
Barcroft  of  Burnley  1477. 

1.  William  Bercroft5  of  Barcroft  son  and  heir  of  William 
Bercroft  of  Barcroft  1507  (Joanna)  b.  1495,  d.  1525,  trustee  with 
his  son  Robert  of  the  Townley  Chantry  in  Burnley  Church,  9  May, 
15  Hen.  VII,  1499,  13  Hen.  VIII,  1522,  21  Hen.  VIII  1529-30, 
of  Worsthorn,  held  9  messuages  in  Cliviger  and  Worsthorn 
(Whitaker,  p.  304.) 

2.  John  Barcroft  of  Mossley,  37  Hen.  VIII  1546. 

1.  Ann  Barcroft,  wife  of  Oliver  Halsted  of  Worsthorn,  Co. 
Lancs.  28  Hen.  VIII  1536.  (Whitaker,  p.  363.) 
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i.  Robert  Barcroft6  of  Barcroft  son  and  heir  of  Wm.  Barcroft 
of  Barcroft  (  =  Alice  Ingham),  b.  1519,  Deed  24  Hen.  VIII,  1532 
with  Sir  John  Townley  arranges  for  re-building  part  of  Burnley 
Church.  ( Whitaker ,  p.  29#.),  Trustee  with  his  father  of  Picoppe 
endowment,  13  Hen.  VIII,  1522. 

1.  Agnes  Barcroft  =  (marriage  settlement  31st  Oct.  1512) 
Laurence  Whittaker,  of  High  Whittaker,  Barcroft  arms  on  seal. 
(Shuttleworth  Deeds  ( Gazvthorpe )  at  Browsholme,  Box  A.  74.) 

1.  Nicholas  Barcroft,  of  Barcroft  1542,  Pew  Register  in  Burnley 
Church.  Not  in  pedigree. 

2.  John  Barcroft,  Junr.  of  Barcroft,  son  of  Robert  Barcroft 
of  Barcroft,  Deed  5  Eliz.  1562,  trustee  of  Burnley  Free  Grammar 
School. 

3.  William  Barcroft7,  of  Barcroft,  son  and  heir  of  Robert 
Barcroft  of  Barcroft.  He  and  his  wife  Agnes  were  freeholders  of 
Worsthorn  parish  1560.  By  deed  30th  April,  1575,  he  settled  an 
estate  in  Foubridge  on  Henry,  his  third  son  and  heirs  male,  in 
default  on  his  second  son  Thomas  and  heirs  male.  (Brit.  Mus.  Add. 
MSS,  32,  104,  folio  120.) 

4.  Thomas  Barcroft,  of  Ightenhill  Park,  died  1573  (=  Jennet, 
dau.  of  Jno.  Halstead,  of  High  Halstead). 

1.  Robert  Barcroft8  of  Barcroft,  d.  1612,  son  and  heir  of 
William  Barcroft  of  Barcroft  (=  Elizabeth  Roberts).  His  male 
line  was  extinct  in  1668,  and  Barcroft  Hall  passed  out  of  the  name. 

2.  Thomas  Barcroft,  of  Worsthorn  and  of  Foulridge  in  Colne, 
Co.  Lancs.  Lord  of  a  fifth  part  of  the  Manor  of  Foulridge  1586 
of  whom  later. 

3.  Henry  Barcroft,  settled  at  Foulridge,  Co.  Lancs.  His  male 
line  was  extinct  in  two  generations. 

1.  Ann  =  1.  Henry  Farrer,  of  Eawood,  1555.  (Watsons 
History  of  Halifax,  p.  244.) 

=  2.  Robert  Butterworth,  of  Burchinley. 

2.  Jennet  =  William  Folds,  of  Danser  House  (Marr.  Sett.  7557). 

N.B.  Thomas  Barcroft,  of  Worsthorn  and  Foulridge,  is  omitted 
by  Whitaker  for  reasons  shown  in  the  notes.  Lord  of  a  fifth  part 
of  the  Manor  of  Foulridge  1586  ( =  Isabel  Carr).  Buried  at  Colne 
1608,  second  son  of  William  Barcroft  of  Barcroft  1560.  He  had 
issue  : — Ambrose  Barcroft,  of  Noyna  and  Foulridge  Hall,  Co.  Lancs. 
Bapt.  at  Burnley  1574,  died  1648,  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Barcroft 
of  Worsthorn  =  (Mary  Hartley,  of  Wellhead,  Nr.  Colne).  Buried  at 
Colne.  Will  proved  1668.  He  had  issue  : — 
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1.  Thomas  Barcroft9,  son  and  heir  of  Ambrose  Barcroft.  He 
was  ancestor  of  John  Barcroft  of  Noyna  and  Clitheroe  Castle,  whose 
son,  Ambrose  William  Barcroft,  was  father  of  Ellen  Barcroft,  who 
married  Edward  Parker,  D.L.J.P.,  of  Browsholme  Hall,  1816. 
Thomas  Barcroft’s  son,  Ambrose,  wrote  a  very  full  Diary.  (See 
Diary  in  footnote.) 

2.  The  Ven.  Ambrose  Barcroft10,  born  at  Noyna  1609.  Arch¬ 
deacon  of  Kilmore  1663. 

3.  Major  William  Barcroft,11  born  at  Noyna,  1611,  of  whom 
presently. 

4.  Rev.  John  Barcroft,  Bapt.  Colne  1614.  Brasenose  Coll. 
Oxford  1632,  M.A.  1638.  Rector  of  Roughton,  Co.  Lincoln  1639. 

5.  Paul  Barcroft,  of  York,  ancestor  of  Rev.  Wm.  Barcroft,  D.D., 
Treasurer  of  Chichester  Cathedral,  founder  of  Barcroft  Bursaries, 
Sidney  Sussex  Coll.  Cambridge. 

Major  William  Barcroft,  born  at  Noyna  1611,  went  to  Ireland 
1658,  settled  at  Balylakine,  Kings  Co.  1682,  d.  at  Drumcolley, 
Kings  Co.  1696  (m.  1652  Margaret  Barnard,  of  Alkincoats)  leaving 
issue  : — 

1.  Ambrose  Barcroft,  of  Ballvbritain  and  Drumcolley,  Kings 
Co.  of  whom  presently. 

2.  Thomas  Barcroft,  with  William  Penn  in  Pennsylvania  1682 

3.  John  Barcroft,  b.  nr.  Rosenallis,  Queens  Co.  3.6.1664.  27 

years  a  noted  preacher  and  author,  d.  at  Arkhill,  Co.  Kildare 
24.1 1. 1 723.  A  Minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  published  an 
account  of  his  life,  two  copies  of  which  are  in  the  British  Museum 
(=  1685  Elizabeth  Tibbs). 

Ambrose  Barcroft,  of  Ballybritain  and  Drumcolley,  Kings  Co., 
son  of  Major  William  Barcroft,  born  at  The  Haigh,  Thornton  in 
Craven,  Co.  York,  died  at  Drumcolley  4.5.1687,  buried  at 
Rosenallis.  (=  1676  Jane  Slade.)  He  had  issue:  — 

William  Barcroft,  of  Ballybritain,  Kings  Co.,  born  1  Feb.  1681, 
son  of  Ambrose  Barcroft  of  Drumcolley  (=  24.5.1705  Ellen, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Inman,  Thomas  Court,  Dublin,  b.  18.4.1686). 
Died  at  Ballybritain  Castle  5.6.1709  aet  28,  leaving  issue  : — 

1 .  Joseph  Barcroft  of  Dublin,  son  of  William  Barcroft,  of 
Ballybritain,  born  at  Ballybritain,  Kings  Co.,  31.3.1706.  Admitted 
freeman  of  Dublin,  Easter  1728  (=  1743/4  Hannah  Wilcocks 
d.  1782).  Joseph  Barcroft  died  1784. 

2.  Ambrose  Barcroft,  of  Dublin,  born  at  Ballybritain,  Kings  Co. 
22  Aug.  1707.  Admitted  freeman  of  the  City  of  Dublin  29.9.1720 
(=  1733/4  Abigail,  dau.  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Wilcocks, 
Dublin),  and  died  1760,  leaving  issue  : — 
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1.  William  Barcroft,  of  Dublin,  b.  n  Jan.  1734/5,  of  whom 
presently. 

2.  Thomas  Barcroft,  of  Dublin  (=  Mary,  dau.  of  Francis 
Penrose  of  Waterford  and  Susan,  d.  of  Jno.  Pirn).  (See  Penrose- 
Welsted  of  Ballywalter.) 

3.  Ambrose  Barcroft,  of  Dublin.  Admitted  freeman  of  that 
city  29.9.1762. 

William  Barcroft,  of  Dublin,  b.  11  Jan.  1734/5  (=  17.2. 1757 
Mary,  dau.  of  John  Pirn  of  Lackagh,  Queen’s  Co.  d.  23.4.1782, 
buried  in  Cork  St.  Dublin).  Admitted  freeman  of  Dublin  City 
29.9.1765,  d.  22  Sept.  1772,  buried  in  Cork  St.  Dublin,  leaving 
issue  : — 

1.  Joseph  Barcroft  b.  18. 12. 1757,  d.  at  Castle  Heal  near  the 
Lakes,  in  Westmoreland,  1810,  (=1781  Ann  Cartwright  of 
Warrington.  She  re-married  Mr.  Sanders  of  Keswick),  leaving 
issue  : — 

1.  Mary  Ann  =  Mr.  Wright. 

2.  Elizabeth  =  John  Bree,  nephew  of  Sir  Martin  Stapleton,  of 
Myton,  Co,  Co.  York. 

2.  John  Barcroft,  of  Lisburn,  Co.  Antrim  (m.  1797  Sarah, 
dau.  of  James  Hogg,  of  Lisburn,  gt.  uncle  to  Sir  James  Weir  Hogg, 
Bt.,  father  of  Lord  Magheramorne.  Died  at  Redford  21  Mar.  1856), 
b.  at  Dublin  30  Nov.  1758,  d.  at  Lisburn  30.7.1815. 

To  whose  descendants  Ulster  King  of  Arms  confirmed  the  use 
of  the  ancient  arms  of  Barcroft  of  Barcroft. 


NOTES 


1  Transactions  of  the  Abbot  and  convent  of  Kirkstall  with 
their  feudatories  in  Cliviger.  Simon  Lord  Abbot  and  the  convent 
of  Kirkstall  grants  to  Matthew,  son  of  Henry  de  Dyneley,  the  lands 
which  Richard,  son  of  Gilbert  de  Berecrofte  resigned  to  them  in 
Cliveshire,  east  of  the  Calder,  and  all  the  lands  in  Dyneley.  Test, 
Richard  de  Townley,  about  the  beginning  of  Edward  I  1272-1307. 
(Whitaker’s  History  of  Whalley  1801,  p.  334.) 

2  Baines,  in  “  History  of  Lancashire  Hence  the  origin  of  the 
term  “  peppercorn  ”,  or  nominal  rent. 

3  In  the  record  known  as  Kirkhy  Inquest ,  taken  in  the  24th 
year  of  Edward  I,  1296,  Godfrey  de  Haworth,  Roger  de 
Manyngham  and  Alicia  de  Berecroft  had  four  oxgangs  of  land  in 
Haworth,  where  24  carucates  made  a  Knight’s  fee. 

4  Lancashire  “ Inquisitions ” ,  “In  the  fourth  year  of  Edward 
III,”  1310. 

5  In  the  church  of  Burnley  were  four  chantries,  on  the  situation 
and  endowments  of  which  the  following  surrenders  will  throw 
considerable  light. 

By  surrender,  dated  13  Hen.  VIII,  1522,  one  William  Picoppe, 
granted  certain  lands  there  specified,  to  Wm.  Barcroft  and  Rob 
his  son,  in  trust,  that  if  he  die  without  issue,  they  should  stand 
seized  of  the  same  as  feoffees  for  the  use  of  a  priest  “  to  saye  masse 
and  oder  service  ”  in  the  kirk  of  Burnley  for  ever,  for  ye  sawle  of 
me  ye  saide  Wm.  and  for  fader  and  moder,  and  for  all  Chisten 
sawles”.  Townley  MSS  (w.w.  304). 

6  “  By  indenture  dated  24  Hn.  VIII,  a  covenant  was  entered  into 
between  Sir  John  Townley,  Knight,  John  Townley,  Esq.,  Rich 
Townley  of  Royle,  Symon  Haydocke  of  Hesanforthe,  Hugh 
Habergham  of  Habergham,  Nicholas  Shuttleworth  of  Gawthorpe, 
John  Parker  of  Extwistle,  Richard  Whitaker  of  Holme  and  Robert 
Barcroft  of  Barcroft,  on  the  one  part,  and  Thomas  Sellers  and 
Nicholas  Craven  on  the  other  part  by  which  the  latter  undertook, 
within  four  years  from  the  date,  to  rebuild  the  north  and  south 
hylings  of  Burnley  Church,  with  18  butresses,  and  every  buttress 
having  a  funnel  upon  the  top,  for  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  ”. 

( Whitaker ,  p.  2g8.) 
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7  i.  British  Museum ,  Add.  MSS  32.104,  folio  120.  Settlement 
1575  by  William  Barcroft,  of  Barcroft,  of  messuage  and  land  in 
Foulridge  on  Henry  Barcroft  his  younger  son  and  heirs  male ;  in 
default  to  William’s  son  Thomas  and  heirs  male. 

7  2.  Broivsholme  MSS,  Barcroft  deeds  B.I.  Settlement  1585-6. 
By  partition  of  Manor  of  Foulridge,  shares  allotted  to  Thomas 
Barcroft  of  Worsthorn  and  Henry  his  brother. 

7  3.-  Ditto  Ditto.  Unnumbered,  Nov.  23th,  1600.  Settlement 
by  Thomas  Barcroft  of  his  Foulridge  estates  on  Ambrose  Barcroft 
his  son  and  heirs  male,  remainder  to  heirs  male  of  Henry  Barcroft 
younger  brother  of  Thomas,  remainder  to  heirs  male  of  William 
Barcroft,  father  of  Thomas. 

8  Robert  Barcroft,  of  Barcroft,  d.  1612  had  a  son  William 
Barcroft  of  Barcroft,  who  moved  the  hall  door  of  Barcroft  Hall 
from  the  north  side  of  the  front  wall  to  its  centre.  His  name 
appears  over  the  new  door,  and  the  date  1614. 

His  dining  table,  which  seats  thirty  guests,  is  in  Townley  Hall 
Museum.  His  own  and  his  wife’s  initials,  “  W.B.  ”  and  “  S.B.” 
and  the  date  “1613”,  are  carved  upon  it.  S.B.  is  for  Susan 
Barcroft.  Her  name  is  printed  “  Sarah  ”  in  error  in  the  official 
guide.  A  talk  on  the  wireless  on  May  28th,  i960,  at  Children’s 
Hour  called  “  Afternoon  Out  at  Townley  Hall  ”,  described  this 
table,  but  did  not  say  where  it  came  from.  The  Bishop  of  Burnley 
says  that  there  is  a  table  from  Barcroft  Hall  in  Burnley  Church. 

9  Ambrose  of  Noyna,  b.  1674  bad  son  Thomas  who  had  a  son 
Ambrose  who  kept  a  very  full  Diary  b.  26  Nov.  1628.  This  diary 
was  the  subject  of  a  lecture  at  Colne  Public  Library  in  June,  1956. 
The  Historic  Society  of  Lancs,  and  Cheshire  intended  to  publish  it. 
The  Librarian  said  it  “  illuminated  the  place  and  time  in  which 
Ambrose  lived  ”. 

10  The  Bible  belonging  to  the  Venerable  Ambrose  Barcroft, 
Archdeacon  of  Kilmore  1663,  was  in  the  possession  of  Henry 
Barcroft,  Esq.,  D.L.J.P.,  The  Glen  Newry,  Co.  Armagh,  b.  6  June 
1839. 

11  Letter  written  by  Major  William  Barcroft,  born  at  Noyna, 
1 6 1 1 ,  from  Balylakine,  Kings  Co.  1682,  to  his  niece  Margaret,  wife 
of  Robert  Bullcock  of  Ravensholme,  near  Downham  (d.  1673). 

“From  Balylakine,  in  the  King’s  County,  September  the  12th, 
1682.  Dear  Cousen  Margrett.  I  doe  much  asknowledge  thy  love 
for  that  thou  made  much  of  my  neighbours  Falshoe  and  his  wife 
for  my  sake,  and  that  thou  hath  us  in  good  remembrance.  I 
have  a  desire  to  acquaint  thee  with  our  present  condition.  I  hould 
a  farme  between  4  and  500  acres  at  4s  yeare  all  good  land  besides 
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bog  which  I  have  planted  with  English  tenants  soe  that  I  sit  but  at 
about  30H  a  year  which  my  wife  payes  with  her  dairy.  I  grow 
about  300  barrell  of  corne  yearly  most  bear  bareley  for  mault. 
I  melted  600  barrells  this  year.  I  have  a  small  stud  of  horses 
but  good  ones  came  of  4  English  mares  that  I  brought  over.  I 
sell  some  at  2oli.  I  sould  one  this  year  at  iyli  10s  good  horses  gives 
more  here  than  in  England.  I  keep  200  sheep.  We  sould  our 
wooll  this  year  at  10s  and  3d  the  stone  all  which  is  my  concernes. 

Son  Ambrose  hath  4  or  500  acres  besides  bog  at  4s  6d  an  acrer 
good  land  well  built  and  inclosed,  but  gave  iooli  fine  he  lives  upon 
grazeing  buying  and  selling  most  in  sheep.  Son  Thomas  took 
shipping  in  last  August  for  America.  One  Capt.  Holmes,  a  friend 
of  ours,  is  appointed  surveyor  generall  of  Pensylvania.  He  sent 
for  him  to  help  to  devide  the  land  to  frends. 

Son  John  hath  a  farme  joyning  upon  myne  between  3  and  400 
acres,  he  sitts  almost  rent  free  of  200  acres  well  stocked,  it  is 
between  son  Tho.  and  him. 

Desiring  thee  and  thy  children  to  write  by  all  opertunities  as 
I  shall  command  mine  to  doe,  thus  wishing  thee  a  prosperous 
journey  when  ever  it  is  thy  lott  to  come  into  this  country.  I  desire 
to  be  remembered  to  all  relations  Friends  and  neighbours.  I  rest 
thy  very  loving  Unckle  William  Barcroft.” 

(Endorsed) 

For  my  loving  cousen  Margrett  Bullcock  Seal  of  black  wax  with 
att  Reinshowme  in  Lancashire  12  Sept.  1682.  lion  rampant. 


